FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN    CONSTITUTION
Stalin, in the course of a report to the Fifteenth Congress of the
Communist Party of the U.S.S.R., December 1927, quoted a
characteristic letter in the I^vestla from a non-Party worker
about to join the Party. Said this worker:
"Formerly we used to try and find out what were the differences
which divided the opposition from the Party; but now one can no longer
find anything on which the opposition agrees with the Party. The
opposition opposes the Party on every question. Consequently, were
I a supporter of the opposition I would certainly not join the Party."
In every case, be it noted, the overwhelming majority of the
Party was against the opposition. For instance, the Congress held
in December 1927 decided by 724,000 votes against a little over
4,000 for the Party line defended by Stalin and the Central Com-
mittee of the Party.
Finally, when the opposition broke the rules of the Party time
after time, continued to be flagrantly disloyal to its decisions, and
pursued a policy of disruption, when they went on the streets, or-
ganized illegal demonstrations, established secret printing presses,
issued illegal literature and appealed for support to non-proletarian
elements, Trotsky and later Zinoviev and others, for similar
reasons, were expelled from the Party.
It should be noted here that the relations between Trotsky, on
the one hand, and Zinoviev, Kamenev, and their supporters on the
other, changed several times. In 1924, Trotsky denounced Zinoviev
and Kamenev as "Rights" and anti-Bolsheviks. A little later
Zinoviev and Kamenev demanded the expulsion of Trotsky as
an anti-Bolshevik; but by the beginning of 1926 we find Trotsky
and the Zinoviev group joining hands again, each declaring that
the other is a good representative of the true-blue (perhaps we
should say here "red") revolutionary Bolshevik policy. The same
is true of many of the other accused who subsequently figured
in the recent State trials.
Right and Left in the intervening years intertwined, sometimes
apparently opposing one another, and other times coming together
288